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forms of debased sex approach*

" In sex," said Lenin once, " you have biology plus
culture." Sex to many the Russian, therefore, is more
than a mere physiological satisfaction, more than a sheer
instrument of race propagation, though it is shown to
be that too.

" Sex," writes Maurice Hindus in his book Humanity
Uprooted^ " is a high and never an inglorious part of
man's self. There is nothing they (the Russians) say in
sex itself to be ashamed of, to fear to hide, to hate, no
more than there is in eating, drinking tea, reading
books, listening to music. They are in other words
seeking to emancipate sex from legal, metaphysical,
religious and certain social prejudgments for women as
much as for men. The orthodox people have cried out
in horror against his attitude and have accused the
communists of encouraging riotous living. But are
metaphysical abstractions necessary or powerful enough
to prevent loose morals ?"

" The proletarian,'* wrote Lenin, " is not in, need
of the intoxicant that excites and stupefies. He needs
neither the intoxications of sex nor of alcohol." The
liberated proletarians, with the, coming of political
stability and economic security, have grown more con*
templative. Considerations of personal hygiene, aesthetic
approach and social responsibility as measures of self*
discipline are getting more common with them.

Piety and puritanism about sex is a doubtful virtue ;
it at least betrays a very powerful sex consciousness. The
Russians are for that matter an unrepressed and inhibit-
ed people. Under normal conditions, sex to them is a
vital and not an all-absorbing object in life. Unlike
the ruling classes under capitalism they have not made
sex a conscious part of their, mental life, a form of